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Lekha: A Brief History 

 

Jyoti Yelagalawadi, an avid storyteller and writer since her youth, has always believed that 
children and youth can accomplish anything by using their imaginations. She started Lekha 
Publishers in 2002 with the goal of publishing quality books written for or by children.  
 

Lekha School of Creative Writing started as an experiment in the summer of 2006, when a 
friend of Jyoti asked her to guide her daughter and a few other children in the art of writing. 
Jyoti's wonderful experience that summer inspired her to start the writing school as a 
subsidiary of her publishing company. 
 

Jyoti’s students have won many prestigious awards for their story writing and other creative 
works. Tyler Sadoff, one of the first Lekha students, published his first novel, A Journey in 
Time, in October of 2009. Tyler wrote the first draft of his novel during two weeks of summer 
camp at the age of ten, and was thirteen when the final draft was published. Since then, more 
than a thousand Lekha students have been published in Lekha anthologies, and many are 
now working towards publishing their own solo works. 
 

In addition to publishing her students’ works, Jyoti has continued in her mission to give a voice 
to talented and unknown authors, including adult authors who write for children or teens. 
Lekha takes pride in the meticulous effort we put into each and every book we publish to 
ensure that all of our books are the highest possible quality. We aim to engage, entertain, and 
educate our readers with children’s books and young adult literature of style and substance.  
 

 

About Lekha Publishers 
 

How Publishing with Lekha Works 
 

Lekha is a small, independent publishing house, and simply cannot afford to operate in the way of a traditional publishing house, 
which covers all of the initial costs, then pays the author a percentage of the book sales. Lekha authors must cover the initial costs of 
book preparation, and pay to print the first run of the book, however small or large it may be. However, Lekha is not to be considered 
a typical vanity publisher. Unlike most vanity publishers, who will publish anything that they are paid to, Lekha is selective about the 
works we publish. Our professional publishing team makes sure that every book we publish is of mass-market appeal and quality. We 
expect the books we publish to do well and be successful. In addition, we work with our authors to actually market and sell their 
books, in order to get as much exposure and sales as possible for our authors.  
 

Since we are not a traditional-style publishing house, we understand that our authors are making a big investment by choosing 
Lekha, but let us assure you that we are one of the most affordable options out there. The reason that we do not charge very much is 
that we love what we do, and we believe in the books we publish.  
 

We know that the publishing process can be confusing to authors who have not worked with a publishing company like us before. We 
hope that this brochure will help to inform you about the basics of publishing with Lekha. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Why should I choose Lekha over online self-publishing 
websites or vanity publishing companies? 

Anyone can get copies of their book printed by a "vanity publisher" 
(publishing companies that do not market or sell books, but rather only 
print copies of authors' books for them to give to friends and family or 
keep for themselves) or "self-publish" by sending a copy of their 
unpolished, unedited manuscript to a printer, but the book that they 
receive from a printer or a vanity publisher may not be marketable, and 
is not likely to sell many copies unless the author devotes an 
significant amount of personal time into book sales, such as going door 
to door selling books, developing one’s own author website, and 
paying for expensive print and online marketing services. That is 
where Lekha comes in. We help authors with the creation (editing, 
formatting, design, finding and communicating with a printer) and the 
marketing and sales of their books, to give them a much better chance 
at becoming successful. Lekha can offer you polished book 
preparation, marketing services, distribution services, book signing 
opportunities, book review solicitation, and sales opportunities far 
beyond what online sites or vanity publishers offer. 

 

 

 
 

 

Publishing FAQ 
 



What is the difference between book printing and book publishing?  
 

Lekha is a publishing company, not a printer. Any money you spend on printing goes directly 
to the printer, not to Lekha. Book printers simply take digital book files and print hard copies of 
them, according to the desires of their clients. As a publisher, we provide you with a team of 
expert professional editors, professional design and formatting, and hands-on, specialized 
guidance through marketing and the rest of the publishing process, including acting as a 
liaison between you and the printer of your choice. These tools are meant to provide you with 
a top-quality, professional book, and the ability to market it and sell it successfully.  
 

How much money will I have to spend up front on book printing costs?  
 

It’s completely up to you. You can choose to print just one copy, or thousands. You can also decide to have your book printed on-
demand, which means that it wouldn’t be printed until someone buys it. We provide our authors with a list of recommended printers that 
we trust, but authors are free to choose any printer they would like, even if the printer is not on our list. If you decide to market your book 
through Lekha, a small number of copies would need to be sent to our office. These would be used only for the purposes of marketing 
and promoting your book, such as being sent to reviewers, to be signed by you at local book events, to be sold by you at your book 
signings, etc. If there are any unsold or unused copies left over after the marketing and promotion stage of your book, those copies would 
be returned to you. Lekha will gladly answer any questions you may have about the printing process, and discuss the pros and cons of 
the various printing choices available to you, in order to help you make the best decision about how to print your book.  
    

Once my book is finished, can I sell it through CreateSpace or other Amazon-linked publishing sites? 
 

Due to 2012 policy changes, Barnes and Noble refuses to list any titles that were published through Amazon, so Lekha can no longer put 
its name on any books that are made using CreateSpace or other Amazon-linked publishing sites. However, you can still publish through 
Lekha and sell your book on Amazon as well as Barnes and Noble’s website, as long as it was not created through an Amazon-linked 
publishing site like CreateSpace.  
 

How can I get my book reviewed, and how long will it take?  
 

When it comes to getting book reviews, patience is key. Typically, book reviews take 6-9 weeks, sometimes even longer. Some paid 
reviewers offer an expedited review service for an additional fee, which reduces the turnaround time to 3-5 weeks. You can submit your 
book for both paid and unpaid reviews. As far as unpaid book reviews go, the reviewers usually get many book submissions but are only 
able to choose a select portion to read and review. That's why paying for a guaranteed review often becomes more appealing to authors 
if time passes and unpaid reviews are still not coming along. Paid reviews are guaranteed, and you can choose from a variety of 
prestigious reviewers like Kirkus and Clarion. If you are interested in this option let us know and we will forward you the pricing 
information.  
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